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of the Armenians, by massacre en masse. Midhat was one of his first victims, but he was followed by hundreds of others. Thousands yearly fled the country to avoid the almost equally undesirable fate of official banishment. Thus, little by little, Abdul Hamid acquired undisputed power.
He made concessions to Europe (when he couldn't do otherwise) and wherever the Turkish element was in a minority. In Asiatic Turkey he likewise kept before his eyes his ultimate aim of consolidating and extending his influence.
Contemptible as was his private life, this profligate sovereign did not hesitate to use his position of Caliph to further his ambitious ends. He played upon the religious sentiments of his Mohammedan subjects, and as the official guardian of their holy places tried to conciliate the Arabs of the Hedjaz and Yemen by building the Hedjaz railway. He failed, however, to quell the constant revolts of those tribes against his Government.
This Hedjaz railway was destined to play an important political part. The ex-Emperor William, looking for an economic outlet for the surplus population of Germany, cast covetous eyes in the direction of the " Sultan Massacreur's " Asiatic possessions, and set to work by personal influence to flatter him into the yielding of substantial concessions to the friendly German Empire. In 1889 he paid the Sultan Ms first visit. Then in 1898 he made a pilgrimage to Damascus, and there, after the theatrical laying of a cross upon the tomb of Saladin, proclaimed himself "Jbr ever" protector of the Moslem world. Meanwhile Ms able Ambassador in Constantinople, Count Marshal von Bieberstein, was forwarding128                   ' INDISCRETIONS'
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